
 

 

Katherine L. “Katie” Hays 

126 W. 4th Street 
Rifle, CO 81650 
(970)625-9444 

katie@haysgenera.com 
     

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Admitted to Colorado bar October 1998 
 

• Hays & Strode Law, P.C., Rifle, Colorado.   
President/Shareholder (September 2014 to present) 
Law practice primarily focused on Family Law—divorce, allocation of parental 
responsibilities, child support, adoption, guardianship/conservatorships, 
grandparent and third-party parental rights, etc.; simple Probate and Estate 
Planning. 
 

• Thomas D. Silverman, P.C., Glenwood Springs and Rifle, Colorado.   
Associate Attorney  (July 2002 to September 2014) 
Law practice primarily focused on Family Law; also Probate and Estate Planning. 

 

• Kane, Donley & Johnson, P.C., Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
       Associate Attorney (August 1998 to May 2002.)   

General practice law firm with five shareholders.  Practice primarily focused on Family 
Law and Estate Planning.  Assistant City Attorney for the City of Fountain, Colorado.  
Civil litigation counsel for both plaintiff and defense.  Guardian Ad Litem in Probate and 
Domestic Relations cases for children and incapacitated adults. 
 

EDUCATION 

• Juris Doctor (May 1998) Washburn University School of Law, Dean’s Honors.   

 

• B.A. Information Networking and Telecommunications, Political Science 
Minor (May 1994)  Fort Hays State University, Magna Cum Laude. 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

• Colorado Bar Association: Board of Governors, Executive Council (2007-2009); 
Joint Management Committee (2008-2009); Budget Committee (2007-2010; 
2016-2018); Nominating Committee (2009-2011); Family Law Section, Executive 
Council (2003 to 2008); Family Law Section and Trust and Estate Section Member 
(1998 to present) 

• Colorado Supreme Court Legal Regulation Committee: (June 2025 to present) 



 

 

• Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (National and Colorado): Member 
(2011 to present); Board of Directors Member (2018-present); Board President 
(2023-2025).   

• 9th Judicial District Best Practices Committee: Co-chair (Nov. 2023 to Jan. 2025); 
Member (2023 to present). 

• 9th Judicial District Bar Association: Member (2002 to present); President (2005) 

• 9th Judicial District Family Law Day:  Volunteer (2015 to present) 

• Rifle High School mock trial volunteer coach (2005, 2006, 2014 to 2016) 

• Colorado Bar Foundation (present)   

• State of Colorado 9th District Judicial Nominating Commission (2008-2013) 

• El Paso County Bar Association: Board of Trustees Secretary (2001 to 2002); 
New Lawyer’s Committee; Family Law Section; Diversity Committee; Law Day Co-
Chair (2001).  

• Southern Colorado Regional High School Mock Trial Competition Coordinator, 
(2000 to 2002) 

• Fourth Judicial District Court Parent Education Class and Pro Se Clinics, 
Volunteer Presenter (1998 to 2002) 

• Garfield RE-2 school District Accountability Committee Member (2016-2018); 
Chair (2018-19)   

 

PROFESSIONAL HONORS 

• New Lawyer of the Year, El Paso County Bar Association (2001) 

 

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PRESENTATIONS 

• Family Law Advocacy, Conducting and Presenting Effective Discovery and 
Motions, CLE in Colorado, Inc./Colorado Bar Association, Denver, Colorado, 
November 2, 2001 

• Best Interests and Other Important Statutes, December 16, 2005, 9th Judicial 
District Child and Family Investigator Training 

• Effective Presentation of Domestic Relations Cases,  9th JD Bar Association CLE, 
June 13, 2013  

• Legal Aspects of Relocation (Removal) of Minor Children, November 13, 2014; 
9th Judicial District Child and Family Investigator Training 

• Impact of  Divorce on Estate Planning, 9th JD Bar Association CLE, February 4, 
2016 

• 9th Judicial District Interdisciplinary Meeting, November 2024 



 

 

• 9th Judicial Bench-Bar Best Practices for Protection Orders in Domestic 
Relations Cases, May 2025 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Kansas Municipal Law Annual, "Recent Court Decisions of Municipal Interest", 
1996 

• Kansas Statutes Annotated Municipal Index, September 1996 

• Kansas Government Journal, "Welfare Reform: Tearing Down Employment 

Barriers Benefits Cities", September 1997 

 
 

PERSONAL INTERESTS 

• Dubbed “Nature Mom”, dabbling in birding, geology, all things flora and fauna 

• Hiking, including Colorado 14ers 

• Exercise and healthy eating (other than a significant sweet tooth problem) 

• Reading 


